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Vol. 1 issue 2 October 2011 
A Salty Newsletter 

Welcome to our second SaltGeeks newsletter.  In this issue we will introduce you to one of our great 

sponsors and several new areas of the newsletter. 

Picture of the Month 
Jason's (jsuter) Powder Brown Tang 

 
Origin: Indian Ocean up through Japan 

Family: Acanthuridae 
 

I have not had this fish long, but it has always been 
one of my favorites as their coloring is just 

amazing. I have always been hesitant to have a PB 
as they can be rather sensitive during acclimation. 

Also I have always heard that the PB can be 
susceptible to disease if not fed a healthy diet and 
given a comfortable place to live. For that reason 

this is the most aggressive fish in my tank and does 
not get picked on by anyone else. 

 
For feedings I rotate my food, I try not to feed the 

same stuff day after day. Spectrum pellets, 
Formula One flakes, mysis, and plenty of sea weed 

round out this guys diet. Once or twice a week I 
soak the food in Selcon for added nutrition. 

 
 

In this edition: 
 Picture of the Month Winner 

 Fish Tales - Orange Shoulder Tang 

 Local Store Showcase - Coral Ranch 

 Nuisance Algae: What is it, Where Does it 
Come From, and How Do I Get Rid of it? 

 Member's Show Case - jsuter's 120 Reef 

 Product Showcase 
 

 

Product Showcase 
American Marine Selcon 

 

 

Only Selcon 
Concentrate contains 
Omega-3 HUFA, 
Vitamin B12 and pure 
stabilized Vitamin C. 

So if you are establishing a saltwater breeding 
program, preventing/reversing lateral line disease 

or just maintaining a healthy reef system, try 
Selcon; it's truly amazing. 

 Excellent for soaking freeze-dried 
foods.  

 A must for filter-feeding invertebrates.  

 Boosts the nutritional value of live 
brine shrimp.  
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Local Shop Highlight 

Coral Ranch 
1489 Guntle Rd 

New Lebanon, Ohio 45345 
Telephone (917) 685-7477 

Hours of operation: 
Thursday 2:30pm-6:30pm 
Friday 11:30am-6:00pm 

Saturday 2:00pm-6:30pm 
Owner: Rich Hahn 

 

 
 
 



Copyright 2011 SaltGeeks 

I had the chance to visit Coral Ranch a couple weeks ago in order to spend a little time with Rich 
and to get the lowdown on what makes the place a unique saltwater coral and fish store. I have 
been there many times in the past to purchase corals and fish and have found several gems 
that are still thriving in my tank today. 
Coral Ranch has been in operation for five years and continues to be a premier supplier of 
aquatic life to the Dayton and surrounding areas. Although “The Ranch” as many of us who 
have had the opportunity to shop there call it, is not the largest shop in the area, it makes up 
for size with great selection and great customer service. When the Ranch is busy prepare to rub 
elbows with many other friends in the hobby.  I was able to watch Dennis, a customer service 
representative, collect several fish and corals for customers while providing excellent 
knowledge of what he was handling. This is one fish Dennis nabbed while I watched. A real 
beauty!! 

 
 

 

The facility supports 
approximately 1300 gallons in the 
coral and fish systems. Recently 

added is a new frag tank that 
caught my attention. This is a very 

nice addition that will allow the 
customer a better view of 

available livestock. 
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The heart of Coral Ranch consists of four large raceways that are placed two on either side of 
the building and are supported by their own sumps and filtration systems. There are several 
smaller invertebrate tanks positioned above these raceways. The system’s lighting consists of 
both metal halide and LED. Rich boasts how the LEDs bring out better coloration of his corals 
and as a witness to his system, I agree 100%. 
Another nice addition is the Real Reef live rock that is now carried there. I was skeptical about 
this rock in the beginning when I first heard about it. After seeing it up close I think this rock 
looks great and will provide a nice substratum for those of us leaning towards conservation of 
the reefs. 

 

 
 

Coral Ranch is a sponsor of SaltGeeks and we hope to continue this relationship in order to help 
Rich grow his business as well as offer a great selection of marine fish, corals, inverts, and group 
buys to our members.  
I spoke briefly with Rich about future plans for expansion of the Ranch. He stated that he is 
preparing to open another building that is situated next to the greenhouse that will house show 
tanks and frag tanks as well as a drygoods store in the near future. We look forward to seeing 
Rich succeed in this endeavor. 

 
Rich is currently receiving new shipments of livestock on a weekly basis which he posts in all the 
area club forums that he sponsors. During the slow season expect shipments on a bi-weekly 
basis. 
We at Saltgeeks want to extend our thanks to Rich for being one of the local area’s unique 
shops. I have included several photos of the shop below. 
 
Thanks again  
Andy 
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Photos of Coral Ranch 
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Nuisance Algae: What is it, Where Does it Come From, and How 
Do I Get Rid of it? 

Andrew (UDGrad2010) 

It is impossible to start a conversation about managing nuisance algae in the marine aquarium 

without first discussing what we are dealing with. Algae exists in many forms, 

but at its root it is simply a photosynthetic organism the converts excess 

nutrients and carbon dioxide in our tanks into oxygen and more tissue for its 

own growth. At the surface this sounds like something we would want, but 

algae has a tendency to spread uncontrollably, overwhelming tank space and 

even choking off the precious corals we had found the perfect spot for. The 

only algae we as reef hobbyists consider acceptable is the encrusting form of 

coralline algae that can be found adhering to glass and live rock. This species adds color and even 

suppress the growth of other species of algae.  

We import algae into our systems constantly. One of the negative effects 

of nurturing a “live” environment is the incidental addition of equally live algae. 

Addition through frag plugs and water from other systems provides an additional 

route of entry after the aquarium is established. All of these factors ensure that 

there is no aquarium in existence that does not have the capability to grow algae 

if the environment is right. The problem of algae can be summarized as a nutrient 

issue. If we provide the nutrients, it will grow.  

This is where we come in. How do we prevent our slice of reef from 

being overcome by an unsightly and costly algae overgrowth? I find the 

best way to think about such a goal is to break it down into a list of dos and 

don’ts. Each of these points could have an entire article written about it, 

but I will summarize them here for simplicities sake.  

Do Don’t 
 Use RO/DI water for top offs as well as water 

changes 

 Increase water movement and flow (remove dead 
spots in the flow pattern) 

 Reduce the photoperiod (time the lights are on) 

 Keep up on water changes (I do 10% a week) 

 Regularly check water parameters 

 Run a protein skimmer 

 Utilize a refugium to grow algae separate from the 
display environment 

 Run a phosphate remover (i.e. Phosban) 

 Overfeed (feed only what the fish can eat 
in 1 minute or so) 

 Use play sand as a substrate (silicates feed 
growth) 

 Use a cheap salt mix (many contain 
nutrients you are trying to remove in 
water changes) 

 Position the aquarium in direct sunlight 

 Use carbon that leeches phosphate (check 
the packaging!) 

 Add new specimens without thorough 
inspection and ideally quarantine 

 Expect snails and crabs to solve all 
problems 

Don't let this be your tank! 

Coralline algae in author’s biocube 

Eric's (marinelife) sump and refugium 



Copyright 2011 SaltGeeks 

Fish Tales 

Common Name: Orange Shoulder Tang 
Scientific Name: Acanthurus Olivaceous 

Minimum Tank Size: 180 Gallons 
Family: Acanthuridae 

 
The Orange Shoulder Tang is also sold as the 
Orange-epaulette Surgeonfish, Orangespot 
Surgeonfish, Orangeband Surgeonfish, and 
Orangeshoulder Surgeonfish. As a juvenile, it is solid 
yellow, with just the slightest hint of blue fringing 
on the anal and dorsal fins. As an adult, the front 
half of the body turns light gray and the back half 
takes on a dark gray-blue color. Above the pectoral 
fins is an eye-catching orange stripe that is outlined 
by the dark gray color.  
 

 
Above picture is of a juvenile  

starting to change to its adult colors 

The Orange Shoulder Tang is from the West Pacific and is considered Reef Safe and has a peaceful 
temperament. If you want to keep more than one Orange Shoulder Tang in a tank it is best to add them 
as juveniles. This tang can reach 1'2" in length and need lots of swimming room. The Orange Shoulder 
Tang should ideally be kept in temperatures between 72 and 78 degrees Fahrenheit. A pH value of 8.1 or 
8.4, and a specific gravity of 1.020 to 1.025 should be maintained. It is important to feed this tang as 
well as all tangs plenty of marine based seaweed and algae. The Orange Shoulder Tang will accept Dried 
Seaweed, marine algae, mysid shrimp, Spirulina, Romaine Lettuce, fresh seaweed, and other meaty 
treats. 
 

 

Juvenile Orange Shoulder Tang 
The photo to the left is showing the color of the 

Orange Shoulder Tang during its transition to 
adult form. 

 

Adult Orange Shoulder Tang 
The picture to the right is showing the colors of a 

mature adult Orange Shoulder Tang 
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Member's Showcase - Jason's 120 Gallon Reef 

 
I have a 120 gallon Oceanic 48”x24”x24” display tank with dual corner overflows. This is a semi-mixed 
reef as I only house SPS and LPS corals with the exception of some zoa’s that hitch-hiked in on some of 
my live rock. I started building this tank on a budget and as you’ll see with the equipment list that plan 
quickly went out the window. The tank was purchased used from another reefer and the sump used 
from an LFS. 
 The tank is lit by LEDs and all of my corals have been acquired as frags, thus I do not have any 
large colonies yet. Coral growth has been comparable to what I have experienced with metal halides in 
the past. I currently have around 120 lbs of live rock and a 3-4” sand bed. One change I may make in the 
near future is vacuum out an inch or so of sand and add a few more nice pieces of rock. I actually have a 
nice shelf piece that is curing so a re-scape of the rock is in the near future. 
 For livestock I currently have 6 fish, which is probably pretty close to my max. I would like a 
couple more possibly but I also want to keep the bio load low. For shrimp I have a cleaner and 
peppermint (who is only seen at night). I also have several varieties of snails such as ceriths, nessarius, 
trochus, turbos, and a fighting conch. I have a few different hermits also, scarlets, red legs, and blue 
legs. There is a mystery crab that I am currently working on trapping that I just saw for the first time 
recently. Lastly there is a serpent start lurking that helps clean up leftovers and deals with any 
stragglers. 
 I have a few inverts, most of which have been collected as frags from fellow reefers or 
purchased from LFSs. As stated about I focus primarily on SPS corals with some of my favorite LPS corals 
making the cut. I try to stay away from softies for the most part as they pretty much took over my last 
reef and started to fight with others.  

For feeding and maintenance I keep it as simple as I can. I do not does anything currently but if I 
did it would probably only be calcium. I hate testing and I won’t dose anything that I do not test for. I do 
15 gallon water changes every other week, occasionally I will do them every week. I feed Spectrum 
pellets, Formula One flakes, Krill (for the starfish), mysis, and nori. Occasionally I soak everything in 
Selcon for a little added boost. 

Light cycle runs from 1pm to 11pm with a 1 hour ramp up and down for both the blue and white 
LEDs. So from 3pm to 9pm the lights are on as high as I have them set. Which is currently 62% white, 
82% blue, 87% royal blue. Temperature varies from 77.1 to 78.1, rarely does it stray outside that range. 
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Inverts 
Chalices 
Hollywood Stunner 
Blue Bayou 
Purple with green eyes (Purple Alien Eye?) 
Green with neon orange eyes 
 
Acropora 
Purple Bonzai 
Lokani 20k Leagues 
ORA Red Planet 
Neon Green un-named Acro 
Blue tipped Milipora 
Another blue tipped acro 
Green/Blue acro 
 
Birdsnests 
Orange Guttatus 
Tyree Ponape 
Seriatopora 
Pink one that I have not ID’d 
 
Green Branching Hammer 
War Coral 
Pocillopora 
Povona 
Blue Ridge 
Hydnophora 
Vivid Fireball Cap 
 
Fish 
Pair of black clowns 
Powder Brown Tang 
Pyramid Butterfly 
Zebra Dartfish 
Tomini Tang 
 
Equipment List  
Oceanic 120g display 
50g sump 
MSX 200 
Eheim 1262 return 
(2) AI Sol Super Blue LED 
Vortec MP40 
Hydor Korallia Evo 1200 
DJ Power Center 
Ebo Jager Heaters 150w x2 

 
 

Purple Green Eye 

 
 

Tyree Birdsnest 

 
 

Guttatus 
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Electrical Side 

 
 

Sump 

 
 

American DJ 

 

Powder Brown Tang and Cleaner Shrimp 

 
 

New Shelf 

 
 

Skimmer Crud 

 
 
 
Thanks to 213Chrisp, Chromiumlux, Coral Ranch, Jsuter, and UDGrad2010 for making this a great edition 

Do not forget to check out our Meeting Minutes here. Our meetings are monthly at member's homes. 

http://www.saltgeeks.com/content.php/34-SaltGeeks-Meeting-Minutes

